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NEWSLETTER

DIARY DATES

FRONT OF
HOUSE

14th OCTOBER
KDA AGM

24th NOVEMBER
TODS QUIZ

Tenterden Hub (Day Centre)
Church Street. (2pm)
All TODS members welcome.

A fun evening at the Town
Hall.
Includes Fish & Chip supper.
Start getting your team of six
organised.

3 NOVEMBER:
For King & Country'
rd

Songs, readings & a narration
with stories of the day.
Commemorating the end of
WW1.
Matinee - served with English
Tea & Cakes
Evening with Bangers &
Mash. More details inside
newsletter:

8th DECEMBER
MURDER MYSTERY NIGHT
With “Tenterden Big Wrap”
Details to follow
21st - 23rd FEBRUARY
FOLLIES
Sinden Theatre
Tenterden

CONTACT TODS AT:
contact@tods.me.uk
website@tods.me.uk
newsletter@tods.me.uk
social@tods.me.uk
productions@tods.me.uk
FOLLOW TODS AT:
Website:
www.tods.me.uk
Instagram:
@tenterden_drama
Facebook Page:
@TenterdenDrama
Facebook Group: @TenterdenODS
Twitter:
@TenterdenDrama
Secretary:
Website:
Newsletter:
Social Media:
Productions:

Call us on 01580 241966 or write to The Secretary, TODS, Holly Cottage,
Orchard Court, The Street, Benenden, Kent. TN17 4DE

EDITION 1809

WELCOME

WELCOME

WHY SHOULD I BE A MEMBER?
** If you are involved in a production you
have to be insured against injury/damage.
** Pre-Booking facility to get best seats.
**To support your local theatre group
because we are not a charity, we do not
receive any outside funding, all the
money we make is self generated.
We try to keep ticket prices as low and
competitive as possible but our costs
increase year on year.
We endeavour to put on shows and events
that will appeal to the community at large
and also satisfy the creative juices of our
talented members, but of course, there
will always be productions that only
appeal to a certain number. After paying
all the hall rental charges, commissions,
very expensive royalties and a myriad of
other costs we are reliant on ticket sales
and your membership fees to remain
solvent.
So please look at the black box & do the
necessary.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Your membership fees
for the year 2018/2019
are now due. The
committee are pleased
to confirm there has
been no increase in cost,
it remains at £15.00.
You can pay by bank
transfer to:
TODS
Sort Code: 30-90-28
A/C No. 01730399

ACT ONE
SNIPPETS
Not a lot of people know this...
In the 1890’s onwards, when Frank Matcham was busy building dozens of
new theatres a technological revolution was taking place in the shipping
industry. Sailing ships were rapidly being replaced by steamers, with the
result that many sailors were out of a job. However, many found new
employment in the theatres as stage crew because they knew the ropes.
There wasn’t too much difference between rigging a set and a sail. Hemp
ropes, handlines were fixed with belaying pins, or cleats, up on the gantries
in the fly tower. The ropes passing through a shreave block, a wooden
pulley. One treads the boards (of the deck) and the scenery is stored in
the scenery dock. ……………………………………….Wasn’t that interesting.
It's the Kent Drama Association AGM at 2pm on Sunday 14th October at
the Tenterden Social Hub (Day Centre) and all TODS members are
welcome.
MARRIAGE
MICKEY ROONEY (Actor & Hollywood Legend)
'Always get married early in the morning. That way, if it doesn't work out you haven't wasted a whole day'.
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Actress, Singer and famous mother)
"Marriage is like a bank account. You put it in, you take it out, you lose interest.
BRUCE PALTROW, US film producer and father of Gwyneth, was once asked how he and his wife had
managed to stay married for 33 years. 'Well, we never wanted to get divorced at the same time.'
WOODY ALLEN: 'It was partially my fault we got divorced. I tended to place my wife under a pedestal.
The above anecdotes have no relevance to Simon & Samantha!………………

Did you receive the prebooking forms for “For King &
Country” and TODS Quiz? If not,
email newsletter@tods.me.uk
and we will send them to you
without delay.

Congratulations to Simon
Tomlinson and Samantha
King on their wedding on
Friday 24th August.

I love this critique..
“The covers of this book are too far apart.”
Ambrose Bierce.
I’d love to know which book he was referring to, does anyone know?

ACT TWO
For King & Country
What are we up to in TODS stores? Sorting out our crockery of course! What would our
afternoon tea be without 80 fabulous vintage teacups? So pretty! Book your tickets
now for our WW1 centenary vintage variety show For King & Country on Saturday 3rd
November at Tenterden Town Hall, and enjoy our wonderful homemade cakes and
afternoon tea! If you haven’t received a booking form you can email
newsletter@tods.me.uk

Exciting News!
Over the coming months, TODS will be redesigning their website! TODS members John Sewell
and Susanne Buckley are currently working with Applegreen Website Designer Stephanie
Boucher to design and develop a new website for TODS that will feature a new sleak design,
and include: an up-to-date news blog, extensive past productions and members nights
archives, an informative membership page to encourage new members to join, a small version
of our twitter feed, a props and costumes for hire page, and a countdown to our upcoming
productions and events. As part of the new website, we'd love to include some quotes from
TODS members and from our audience members. If you could share any thoughts on your
experiences of being involved with TODS productions or you've seen one or two of our shows
and would like to comment on our performances, then please don't hesitate the send these
to website@tods.me.uk. All quotes and reviews will be kept semi-anonymous, by listing only
the first name and the initial of the surname. We are also looking to update our online archives
and would love as many photos as possible of all our previous productions. If you have any
photos that you'd like to share with us and are happy to be part of our online productions
archives, please email them to website@tods.me.uk. All photos that are submitted to the
website archives will be credited with the photographer's name. Keep your eyes peeled over
the next few months for when our fancy new website previews.
Our thanks to Susanne Buckley for text & photos.

INTERVAL
COMMERCIALS

DRESS CIRCLE
THIS IS THEIR LIFE
From this vantage point up in the Gods we are able to look down upon the TODS
community. This month we take a look at Brian Fagg
I was born in Tamworth, Staffordshire of ancient Kentish stock on my father’s side,
mostly from the Sellindge area; Bedfordshire and Midlands (with a bit of Scots thrown
in) on mother’s side.
I first appeared on stage ‘proper ‘ age 11 (as the score boy at a cricket match) in R.C.
Sherriff’s “Badgers Green” at Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Tamworth. After
several Shakespeare’s at school, National Service beckoned (Air Radar TechnicianBomber Command)) with a number of productions with RAF Upwood Drama Society,
Huntingdonshire, to add interest to my service time.
Then College in London with rather more prestigious plays (Ibsen, Arthur Miller etc)
I taught in Beckenham for three years before marrying Jean and moving to Tenterden.
Nothing more ‘dramatic ‘until a one off “See How They Run” with Homewood School
Staff in 1965.
Then Jean & I went off to Zambia for three years to a remote girls boarding school: lots
of drama but not of the play variety until the international staff, with much coaching
on the conventions of British pantomime, put on “Jack and the Beanstalk” in 1970 for
the students. My first dame part!
So I had very little by way of involvement with drama between 1959 and 1971.
However, Jean & I were regular audience members for TODS productions between
1962 and 1968.
Returning to Tenterden in 1971 I was initiated into TODS by Claire Merrifield, and as
the saying goes “the rest is history.” Since then I have appeared in over forty TODS
productions, directed five and co-directed another three. Plus I’ve helped build
numerous sets etc. My total dramatic career to date spans some seventy productions.
A Committee Member for something like forty years, where I have been variously
Minutes Secretary and for ten years produced the monthly Newsletter. I now put
together the posters and help with getting advertising for the programmes.
I nominate Fiona Murch to provide a short bio, I have performed with her many times.

HURRY - IT’S TOMORROW
sorry for late notice!

THE “BIG WRAP MURDER MYSTERY”
Is on Saturday 8th December at 7:30pm, in the Barn at the Woolpack Pub in
Tenterden. - Watch this space for updates and audition information.

STAGE RIGHT

STAGE LEFT

Back to the future

FOLLIES

There is no rest for the TODS committee, but now they are looking for YOUR
help
MAY 2019 – We are looking for potential directors to come forward with their
suggestions for our May 2019 production. We are looking for a play which
will be entertaining, enjoyable to perform and a good seller. If you have an
idea for such a play please do contact Heather Barnes
at productions@tods.me.uk. If you don’t want to direct, but have a great
idea, please send that in as well!
OCT 2019 – This will be 2 or 3 one-act plays. Again, ideas and suggestions
requested, so please do come forward. This could be a great start for
possibly a new and inexperienced director to have a go, or a less challenging
undertaking than a full play. Talk to Heather if you’d like to discuss it, or send
in your suggestions. Again, the requirements are that they must be
entertaining, enjoyable to perform and a good seller!

Rehearsals have now started for our February 2019 musical production Follies, and
it’s looking and sounding great! Late August marked the start of our full-cast singing
rehearsals, and with choreography
rehearsals starting a week later,
we’re full-swing into rehearsal mode.
Here are a few snaps from the
initial full cast read-through
last month. For more rehearsal
updates and photos,
check out TODS on social media!

AND NOT ONLY THAT…
Over the August Bank Holiday
weekend, while I was enjoying the
delights of Twinwood, and you were
no doubt having fun elsewhere, a few
committed TODS members had a
spring clean of our storage
warehouse followed by a cosy BBQ
in the torrential rain. While immersed
in our bountiful stores they got
thinking - with all the wonderful props
and costumes that we have in our
repertoire, it's about time that we
shared them around a bit! So over
the next few months, we'll be putting together an online catalogue of props and
costumes that can be hired from TODS by other local theatre societies and
beyond! This will include several niche props such as our jail bars from Sister
Act (which could be used in Chicago or Hairspray, to name a few), our Pajama
Game knife board, and our beautiful wooden arched doors. The catalogue will
be available from our new website, which we hope to be live by November, and
on our new Facebook page. For any prop or costume hire enquiries in the
meantime, get in touch via contact@tods.me.uk. Watch this space!

My thanks to Susanne Buckley for text & Pictures

